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What is EBLIDA ?

EBLIDA and Sustainable Development activities



What was EBLIDA ?

Born in 1992 

- an organisation lobbying with the European 
Union on 

- Copyright and 

- (e-) lending rights. 



Think The Unthinkable (TTU)

Sitting facing the direction of the train?

Or the opposite direction?



What was EBLIDA ?

But:

- Legal matters – such as copyright - have 
become transversal;

- Many other organisations are lobbying in 
Brussels for their own projects.

Identity problem



EBLIDA



What was EBLIDA ?

Think The Unthinkable - A post-Covid 19 Library 
Agenda meeting Sustainable Development Goals to 

be funded through European Structural and 
Investment Funds 2021-2027



Covid 19: were 
European 
libraries 
in lockdown? 

Fast and impetuous 
development of the digital 
library and the socially 
inclusive library

Libraries were more open than ever!



Libraries were more open than ever!

Covid 19: 
were  European 
libraries 
in lockdown? 



Sustainable Development Goals – The 
European approach



The 
EBLIDA 
approach 
to SDGs

• A European approach

• Not calling for stories to tell (450 
SDG stories in France), but for 
stories linked to policies and 
assessed through indicators

• The EBLIDA Sustainable 
Development House which 
enables administrators (library 
and not, at national / local level) 
(EBLIDA Matrix)



Four 
false 

myths

SDG-oriented library projects:

• do not fall within the library’s 
core mission, no stories to tell, 
but stories linked to policies and 
assessed through indicators

• are of an environmental nature, 

• concern mainly fiscal and 
legislative macro-policies and 

• fit small-scale, locally based 
projects of demonstrative nature.



SDG-or

What is EBLIDA Offer?



EBLIDA’s
Offer



EBLIDA
Offer

EBLIDA SDG European House

Community



EBLIDA
Offer

ELSIA Expert Group

EBLIDA Community 
increased by 10%

Join EBLIDA as Associate 
Member (€ 590 / year)Community

EBLIDA SDG European House



EBLIDA
Offer

EBLIDA SDG European House

Services



EBLIDA
Offer

A consultancy service reserved 
to our Members

- Think The Unthinkable 
Workshops, so far:

- France, Netherlands, Latvia, 
Greece, Bulgaria 

- Italy (26 April)
- Spain (June)

EBLIDA SDG European House

Services



EBLIDA
Offer

A consultancy service reserved 
to our Members

- Transfer of competence 
about SDGs and ESIF

- Exchange of best practices 
(Conference, 11 June, 3pm)

- Internationalisation of 
national projects.

Services

EBLIDA SDG European House



EBLIDA
Offer

Tools

EBLIDA SDG European House



EBLIDA
Offer • Section One: A selection of EU 

programmes for SDGs;
• Section Two: Library policies 
covering each SDG;
• Section Three: Funding 
opportunities for Libraries
• Section Four: Main Eurostat SDG 
indicators; 
• Section Five: Library Indicators 
societal impact of libraries and how 
it can match SDG indicators. 

EBLIDA SDG European House

Tools



EBLIDA
Offer

Tools

EBLIDA SDG European House

http://www.eblida.org/activities/sdg-kic/



EBLIDA
Offer

Training

EBLIDA SDG European House

European Structural and 
Investment Funds 2021-

2027 –
A Guide for Library 

Applicants

(In preparation)



WHY 
ESIF 

2021-
2027?

EBLIDA selected ESIF 2021-2027 for the 
following reasons:

a) the R&D requirement in ESIF projects 
is not essential; there is room for small 
as well as big libraries; 

b) programmes are administered at 
national level; no complex networks at 
European level;

c) libraries, and in particular public 
libraries, are strongly connected with 
local communities, and so do ESI 
Funds;

d) ESIF normally accounts for one third of 
the whole EU budget.



How structurally important are 
libraries for Europe?

Ratio EU/national 
investment on libraries

€1:2,438 (1998)

Ratio EU/national 
investment on culture

€ 1:334.5 (2016)



THINK THE UNTHINKABLE!



Thank you for your attention

Giuseppe Vitiello
EBLIDA Director 

eblida@eblida.org

mailto:eblida@eblida.org

